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Welcome 
 

Canon Christopher Allan 

 

As we gather again to celebrate the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ, we will hear 
from Scripture about why he came, what he achieved, and how he might 
change our lives today. We will learn of God's purpose in creating us and reflect 
on the consequences of humanity's rebellion against God. We will listen to 
prophecies that speak of the coming of a saviour and hear from the Gospels 
about the way in which Jesus fulfilled those predictions. Each lesson is followed 
by a carol to help us respond to what we have heard.  

 
1st Lesson:  Genesis 1:26-28 (p2) Peter Bakunowicz 
 

God creates humans to be uniquely related to him and to rule over the 
rest of creation as his image and in his likeness. 
 

Once in Royal David’s City 
 

1 Solo: 
Once in royal David’s city  
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby  
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ, her little child. 

 
2 

 
He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all; 
and his shelter was a stable 
and his cradle was a stall: 
with the poor and meek and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 
3 

 
And through all his wondrous  
childhood 
day by day like us he grew; 
he was little, weak and helpless; 
tears and smiles like us he knew: 
and he feels for all our sadness, 
and he shares in all our gladness. 

 
4 

 
And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love; 
for that child, so dear and gentle, 
is our Lord in heaven above: 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 

 
5 

 
Not in that poor lowly stable  
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him, but in heaven, 
set at God’s right hand on high: 
there his children gather round, 
bright like stars, with glory crowned. 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Words: C F Alexander 
Music: IRBY (H Gauntlett) 



 
2nd Lesson:  Genesis 3:1-15 (p3) Greg Ellem 
 

Human beings fail to live in trust and obedience to God, with disastrous 
consequences for ourselves, our relationships with one another, and 
our care for God's creation. 

 
Joy to the World 
 

1 Joy to the world – the Lord has 
come! 
let earth receive her king. 
Let every heart prepare him room 
 and heaven and nature sing, 
 and heaven and nature sing, 
 and heaven, and heaven  
  and nature sing! 
 

2 Joy to the earth – the saviour 
reigns! 
let songs be heard on high, 
while fields and streams 
 and hills and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the 
  sounding joy. 

3 He rules the world with truth and 
grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
 the wonders of his love, 
 the wonders of his love, 
 the wonders, wonders of 
  his love. 

  

 
Words: Isaac Watts (1719) 

Music: Antioch  

https://hymnary.org/text/joy_to_the_world_the_lord_is_come#Author
https://hymnary.org/text/joy_to_the_world_the_lord_is_come#tune


 

3rd Lesson:  Genesis 12:1-3 (p11) Marion Liao 
 

God begins the process of restoration by calling Abraham to trust him 
and promising to make a great nation from his descendants. Israel will 
become the channel of blessing for all peoples on earth. 
 
 
O Come All Ye Faithful 

 
1 O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant; 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, 
      born the king of angels! 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
  Christ the Lord! 

2 God from God, 
Light from light –  
lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb! 
Very God, begotten, not created. 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
  Christ the Lord! 
 
 

 
3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation! 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above, 
‘Glory to God in the highest! 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
  Christ the Lord! 

4 Yes, Lord, we greet you, 
born for our salvation; 
Jesus, to you be glory given! 
Word of the Father 
 now in flesh appearing! 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
  Christ the Lord! 
 

Words: John Francis Wade 
Music: David Willcocks 

 

 
4th Lesson:  Isaiah 11:1-10 (p690) Nic Tan 

 

The prophet Isaiah predicts that God's plan of restoration will be 
accomplished by a king in the line of David, who will reign wisely and 
justly, bringing God's salvation to Israel and the nations, and reversing 
the effect of sin in the world.  



 
5th Lesson:  Luke 1:26-35 (p1025) Penny Wilkinson 

 

An angelic messenger tells the virgin Mary that she will bear the 
promised Son of David, and that the child conceived in her by the 
power of the Holy Spirit will be the Son of God. 
 
 
O Holy Night  

  
1 O holy night:  the stars are brightly shining,  

it is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth;  
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,  
till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.   
 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,  
for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!  
Fall on your knees!  Oh, hear the angel voices!  
O night divine, O night when Christ was born!  
O night divine, O night, O night divine! 
 

2 Truly He taught us to love one another;  
His law is love and His gospel is peace. 
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother;  
And in His name all oppression shall cease. 
 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,  
Let all within us praise His holy name. 
Christ is the Lord! O praise His Name forever,  
His power and glory evermore proclaim! 
 

Words: J S Dwight 
Music: Adolph Adam 

 
 
 
 
 

  



 

6th Lesson:  Luke 2:1-14 (p1026) Belinda Pegg 
 

Jesus is born in Bethlehem, the town of David, and his identity as 
Messiah and Lord is first proclaimed to shepherds by a host of angels. 
 
 
Prayer  
 
 
O Little Town 

 
1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see you lie! 
Above your deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by: 
yet in your dark streets shining 
is everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in you tonight. 

3 How silently, how silently 
the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts  
the blessings of his heaven; 
no ear may hear his coming, 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him 
– still 
the dear Christ enters in. 
 

    
2 O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the king, 
and peace to all the earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary 
and, gathered all above 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love 
 

4 O holy child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in, 
be born in us today! 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell –  
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel. 

Words: Phillip Brooks 
Music: Trad, arr: Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 
  



 
 7th Lesson: Luke 2:15-20 (p1027) Katherine Hilton 

 

The shepherds find the newborn king lying in a manger, as the angels 
predicted, and glorify God for what they have heard and seen. 
 

 
Sermon The Most Rev. Dr Glenn Davies 

Archbishop of Sydney 
 
 
The First Nowell 
 

1 
 

The first Nowell the angel did say  
Was to certain poor shepherds in 
fields as they lay;  
In fields where they lay keeping 
their sheep,   
On a cold winter's night that was 
so deep:  
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,  
Born is the King of Israel. 

3 At Bethlehem they entered in,  
on bended knee they worshipped him;  
they offered there in his presence  
their gold and myrrh and frankincense:  
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,  
Born is the King of Israel. 

    

2 
 

Then wise men from a country far  
looked up and saw a guiding star;  
they travelled on by night and day  
to reach the place where Jesus lay: 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,  
Born is the King of Israel.  
 

4 Then let us all with one accord  
sing praises to our heavenly Lord;  
for Christ has our salvation wrought  
and with his blood our life has bought:  
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,  
Born is the King of Israel. 

Words: Anonymous 
Music: Traditional 

 
 
 



 
8th Lesson:  Luke 2:25-35 (p1027) Dean Oliver 
 
The prophet Simeon recognises the Lord's Messiah and praises God for 
keeping his promises. At the same time, he warns that the child will 
cause division in Israel and bring pain to his mother when he is 
despised and rejected by his own people. 
 
 
A financial collection will be taken up during the singing of this carol 
 
 
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
 

1 
 

God rest ye merry, gentlemen,  
let nothing you dismay,  
For Jesus Christ our Saviour  
was born on Christmas Day; 
To save us all from Satan’s power 
when we were gone astray: 
 
Refrain 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 
 comfort and joy; 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 

2 From God our heavenly Father, to 
Shepherds- Angels came; 
And with angelic voices, Good news 
did they proclaim; 
That Christ was born in Bethlehem 
and Jesus is his name: 
 
Refrain 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 
 comfort and joy; 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 

3 
 

The shepherds at these tidings  
rejoiced in heart and mind, 
And there resolved to go 
straightway and leave their flocks 
behind, 
And ran without delay to 
Bethlehem that child to find: 
 

Refrain 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 
 comfort and joy; 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 

4 Now to the Lord sing praises,  
all you within this place, 
With Christian love and fellowship  
each other now embrace; 
This holy time of Jesus’ birth  
all sinfulness replace: 
 
Refrain 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 
 comfort and joy; 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 

Words: Anonymous 
Music: Traditional 



 

9th Lesson:  Luke 24:44-52 (p1061) The Very Reverend 
Kanishka Raffel 

 

After his suffering and death, the risen Jesus explains from the 
Scriptures that it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and rise from 
the dead to fulfil God's plan of salvation for the nations. The disciples 
worship him as he is taken up into heaven, and prepare to be his 
witnesses. 
 
 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 
1 Hark! the herald angels sing 

glory to the newborn King; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled! 
Joyful all ye nations rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, 
'Christ is born in Bethlehem'. 
    Hark! the herald angels sing 
    glory to the new-born King. 

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin's womb: 
veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus our Immanuel: 
    Hark! the herald angels sing 
    glory to the new-born King. 
 

 

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace, 
hail the Sun of Righteousness; 
light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings: 
mild, he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die; 
born to raise the sons of earth, 
born to give them second birth: 
    Hark! the herald angels sing 
    glory to the new-born King 
 

Words: C. Wesley 
Music: F. Mendelsohn, arr. D. Wilcocks 

The Blessing 
 

The Archbishop 
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